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K3K S *t« 7, Broderick, i-d. 21701: : : 301/473-8166 

January 2S, 1968 

V?. Sonias Rougher ty, As.-t Sac, 
and /t sol# Oen Oou&a&l 
i*etrojasdis,. Inc. 

515 .1 W 1 aeon ai n a vo , , . 
vuahingtori 3J5, 0. 

i> ^ *■ i-' r * }?ou rty , 




you for your letter of January fifth and the enclosed t-spa, wMch 
I will 1 j stsn to ea so-m o 3 I cm but 1 foar wil . not bs ^b.U to for &av*jrft l" 
because’ 1 cwa about to leu to on $ trip. 

■frankly , especially boe$ use ws h&TO mat,. I am surprised 3*. your letter. Id 
inlne, ’faich I sent to the man <^*r boesuse I wa-: not making a big deal out of it 
I id these things: that -had not Uev.tM the .pr':^f'-i 7 s myself but had bean told nf 
n * by vlstanare in Baltimore ; . that I'd like * tape of the program; end that 

I *na surnrisf of t'nct ^OBM-not ttstr^adls-Tvaa boycotting na. If you 'rill reread this 
letter, vhlch •*■ prasuifia you will h*vo, you r/ili find this is true. 



in any event, I think flon* ~M : you con &eo vhy I mid net get in touch. with 
you. i r^.vret it si* * Iss^I^.pirt' et end a local ratter that ?a Iso involves locol 
TTcgr-nming. “hot- her or net you rsrl.Ue U, I vn: :• cn 'CVl cut ones, quite eome time 
c i gr*. On that occasie- , <J ohn Steeling ? 3 third eiixiiyersery ^ ha rep eaten « number of 
that it w«rs on excellent orrr.i vet' aery . obaerva b ion because it me:, in hi.'? 

0 jn:lo:i, ib" beet show bo’d fter demo, *W: this I think you esn see my surprise 
xhe.u there sit or ^ ohnfcsd ms or fci : Tv r shoo at least three times, i.rd on. one oc 'csion 
drove; to my home to film it v^beii i c oulu \iot go 'to. and never tliersufter 

had ue on hie radio chow, ev'-n «fvex I published three additional books on other 
aspects **f the ^ae subject. I regarded this es policy, not *ohn. 



If "hero ie n&thiiv ds"yru«tcry i?:. Thoiias on T s upvaeranca, 1 will froeiy 
ach'.ovleclg* I m $ mis Inf or mod. It is because 1 m d not iu^rd the program ond didnl t 
Iraar from personal knowledge that I ^oked for 3 tape. 

However, your phrasing o£ m answer to my implied question, why had not 
WCBM used their local, author, the man known in their territory* is interesting. You 
soy Metromedia "sought Hr. Thompson cut" to get another 6 ns lysis. Aside from tie 
fvet that. >he t Thompson does is retoil shst ho hes lifted fro;*, ethers, to which he 
ha.c adaed merely irresponsible conjecture ana knowing error, thore uoulc! seem to 
he another reeson for having an -author on your -shows : that is for fact. I think you 
will find, if you do not know* that it i: I who have brought to light most of the 
fact that has been published before anyone else, and much more tht>n anyone else ond 
what no one also subsequently found 01 ^ his own or took from me. 

Beirauso you raiss the o:her points eboui my i. pp ranees on ^etrer -edi?, I will 
address myself to that. never once sought me out, for any reason. It old air 

me twice, as yobt ^ay., oneo in 3 panel that originated elsewhere* How it happens that 
veur Hew York ststlon played whst I rsgard ao a very important pert in roaliy open- 
ing the subject, back* in the eumme-r of 1966, On that occasion, without tolling me 
whet they were really doing, they invited me to what they represented as en ordinary 
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bo ok-ond -author show. Not until we were on camera did I discover that thny had 
booby-trepped it with four prepared lawyers. They later told me, when I raised 
a question about the propriety of this procedure, that they had obt^ine'* these 
lawyer a from the Trial Lawyers* association (the next winter Joshua Fuchs burg 
who ha a then been president, told me the request had come to him and he had 
turned it down -that there was no representation of the trial- lawyers association 
on thac show) . Thereafter I was also Informed that one of these lawyers was 
connected with the publisher of a then-unissued competitive book. 

In any event, as I am confidant you know, despite whet it did to my guts, 
ttiat wan a vary dramatics ohoff that gave Metromedia ideas that grew into The * 
inority *8 port. This was one way of rewarding me: to invite my competition to get on 
my back* At that time ' I was promised that if the projected show syndicated, 0 
shovm anywhere except TV, I would be compensated at the usual rates. This h&a 

never happened. I was also promised that because 1 was my own publisher, and my 
book was not generally available, my address would be given. #hen this was not 
worked into the show by your moderator I raised the point toward the nd and he 
gra coles sly did it. It, together with much of mo, wound up on the cutting-room 
floor. The editing b that show, whether or not so designed, was grossly unfair 
and discriuiinatoxy . So, I got no credit, which I was promised, and. 1. never got the 
promised lees from syndication. #111 you tell rue how it helped me to promote my ; 
co&peiitiomp without fee? ‘ '"fp"' 



f here • fter here wee* to Iv ve been a Majority %port. A 2 ths senior menhir of 
the minority 1 asked ana was given a piece on that show, in oppositioS v, ^1tfi® l 
Commission layers, who by then accepted in sufficient number to assure a show. 

1 alone appeared at ths station at the appointed time-no one even told ruo the lawyers 
had refused to a p peer in oppofeition to me. Vtenhsd e very firm egreerm-nt on this. 

•^e causa of this agreement I did what I t nought would benefit you and ivhet was- im- 
portant to n-a , I scheduled. the publication of my second book, the first to come 
from ths once -secret documents I dug up (an d you .apparently just cr-ooitAd *hom?aon 
with), to coincide with this aho.v. Y 0 ur people knew of this for they were the 
only media peoplo aside from Harrison Salisbury to have « copy of the manuscript in 
advance Unu they loot it for a while when I needed it) . So, my plans for my book 
were wracked, by Metromedia. 1 don ? t think* I have to tell you what this cost me. 



Ths t night wy agreed on a new format: 1 would meet Louis ill z or and any 
°o ram lesion lawyer*? who would accept him as champion with a) a competent moderator 
end sa e.pul division of time an 2 b) whatever compensation Kizer ot. i&R asked me 
to appear on c. : radio show ’vioh him. 1 pftonsi your York people and waited more 
th^n i day for the return cell, which never came. I then debated Hizer in such a 
spectacular special th.vfc . ; 0R let' It; run to four hours and then pre-empted a total 
of 16 oG.mmqrciul hours to repost it three times, with no commercials, four peoplo 
again ^rewarded' me for ruining this man who io so un faithful to hie honorable and 
ess anti el calling: they threw me off the show 2 nd. put a competitor (for whom I 
hod already set Nizerup) in my place. At that time they promoted me that as a 
consolation prize they voula h«q me when ths Alan Burke Sho’j? went nightly, live, 
and an opener tfhen ha was syndicated. These thinga never happened. Bvary time I 
planned to go to ^ew York, x phone’ in advance. They aired others on this subject 
but told me there would do nothing more on it. Privately, they told me monuments 
should be raised to what I had dene. Bo, for whet I did for the Burke Show, and 
I think you kno”* what this show did, thia is how ^otromedia treated me. Had they 
truthfully told me either the b they would boycott mo or that they were afraid of 
mo. whatever was in their minds , they would have hurt me leas. Hs cause X expected 
them to fteep the commitments they voluntarily made- X had no club over them- they 
hurt me aa they otherwise would not have* X took them at their words* 
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§9iaus9 you mention the preaa party* I will refresh your recoil otion on 
tiiat. *t »s 3 my idea, and your Washington people spent acme time with me aa j j on 
It. Moat oi the people who -vero there sere there because I arranged it, There v/ere 
oertain things they were going to do, not one of viiich they ever did. Then 
instead of this being my press party, and without tailing me they had changed this, 
they invited a comreUUr do*n from ^ew York: to "share'' it. Mot only did they not 
tell me in advance of what thoy had done with "my -Vpress party, "ny" interview, 
but they greeted me at the elevator with, "Yorix JJf'gping to li.ca this, but..." 
and for the art time let ms know,. Now Jsr, 3«U7sge --does not in any represent 
my thinking, o insists the President, was shot as the consequence of a racist 
conspiracy. What kind of proas conference could I have had when first it wee no 
longer mine and second, to express myself had to create a fight on your premises. 

On that occasion Mr. ^vans let it be known that he was interviewing Mr. 
oauvage on his show, i nrosu-ie he did, bringing him dom from H ov.- York end ignoring ' 
the local author and the one who by then on TV. at least In N 0 * York, has eWtabifehed 
a reputation. Mot until after the Pyne Show- you didn t mention that- did ' " 

fia me. hven when the manager suggested th«t Panorama "might seat rae before the 
yne Show, to draw attention to it, they refused to. I v/os in toudi three times, 

§t hi a request, each time ■ithout re^poms. So, whan the fyna Show was sired* -there 
was not a single copy of the book on sale in Washington, whers no attention had tean 
attracted to it. had the local show presented me . first, the wholesaler might have 
been inspired to have the book in stock* 

I leave it to you to decide whether this bi.-tory laments the l**et w^rd in 
your letter , ” fairness” , if not the one before it, ” respect 5 '. 

*°u era aw>.re th&t I never rni-ted the no things iU\ you before* If I oan 
do no ching ©l&e, aside from publishing diet I develop, I can end will leave a 
record as ae-yarate ws X oen. I think the locrl stations in »uy arua have deliberately 
avoided me, and X think the record proves it. I iio not eay it is not their right* 

I do eey it is not norms 1 and not justified by my record* I donH kno • whether 
you how anu idea of the oudieix** you had, for eocwmplo, v/ith that I yne Show, but I 
do. It did me not a bit of good* In fact, it *gain attracted attention to my 
competitors. 

Because we are into this and because you arc assistant general counsel, 

I direct your attention to my reporting above of th • promise to ;r>y me for the 
Minority n ap>r<; Special, on which you c~=r thinly siKdo o profit to justify it 
whether or not, <?b you did through Paul Noble, promise to cay mo. On a niuateor of 
occasion b I htve msnti»n*. tku- in Iv-ttar^ to him end Mel ^%ily. Thoy h- vc never 
in any way, by vrrrd oif mouth or in writing, responded. 

I would very much appreciate it if you 7/ould now sao to it that I did get 
‘this overdue payment. I am now so. deep in debt 1 hesitate going further in to 
publish my fifth book, wM oh. has been written for ubout five months. That might 
make it possible. I lsbor under the belief that I ora serving an important national 
purpose in presenting v/hat the govs - nme-nfc supers seed* ^ou een in this way not only 
meet your obligation but help in that. 

Sincerely yours, 



Harold iVeisberg 



